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AGENDA
• What is Open Access?
• Why Open Education Resources?
• The Open Textbook Network
• Tools for finding Open Access materials
• Digital Commons and Institutional Repositories
• Open Access at Sprague Library
WHAT IS OPEN ACCESS?
• Movement to make scholarly content more accessible
• Publisher policies adapting to the new research environment
• Gold vs. Green Open Access
• Commonly licensed under Creative Commons
• Allows for derivative works
• Content types
• Journals, articles, books and other course content
COSTS OF COLLEGE IN 2018-2019
Source: “Average Estimated Undergraduate Budgets, 2018-19,” CollegeBoard.org
THE REAL COST
Source: Lashley & Frank, the Open Textbook Network
LEGISLATION
Source: SPARC OER State Policy Tracker (2019)
WHY USE OPEN ACCESS WORKS?
• Reduce or eliminate costs
• Electronic copies are free to use
• Low cost printing, e.g. through Amazon
• Accessibility
• Available online and linked through library collection
• Multiple file formats
• Customization
• Use whole, or partial work
• Update and remix content
CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES
THE OPEN TEXTBOOK LIBRARY
OPEN EDUCATION RESOURCES
• Open Textbooks
• Open Textbook Library
• OpenStax
• Open Courseware
• MERLOT
• OER Commons
• Open Books and Journals
• Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)
• Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)
INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORIES
• Institutional Repositories
• Research output from Colleges & Universities
• May include textbooks
• Green Open Access
• Pre-prints, post-prints, and occasionally publisher PDFs
• Must adhere to publisher copyright restrictions
• When is a preprint or a postprint an appropriate substitute for the publisher 
copy?
DIGITAL COMMONS
BROWSER EXTENSIONS
Open Access Button
openaccessbutton.org
Kopernio
kopernio.com
Unpaywall
unpaywall.org
OA & OER SUPPORT AT SPRAGUE LIBRARY
RECOMMENDED READING
• OER Mythbusting
SPARC handout (2017)
• The New Plugins — What Goals Are the Access Solutions Pursuing?
Kent Anderson, The Scholarly Kitchen (2018)
• The Impact of Open Educational Resources on Various Student Success Metrics
Colvard, Watson & Park (2018)
• Fixing the Broken Textbook Market: How students respond to high textbook costs and 
demand alternatives 
Ethan Senak, The Student PIRGs (2014)
• The Role of Open Educational Resources in the Student Success Agenda
Karen A. Stout (2016)
THANK YOU!
Questions?
